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SUMMARY

English Day at Coicgio Hispanoameric:mo is a 70—yf:a.r transformative tradition that has evolved
from structured classroom exercises into an immersive, student-centered celebration. Ie integrates
communicative ica.ming with holistic dcveiopment, fostering critical thinking, creativity, and giobal
awareness. Led by teachers who act as architects of transformation, the event remains a dynamic
lcgacy that turns ianguage into alived i‘caiity and prepares students for an interconnected world.
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RESUMEN

El Eﬂg/zlth Day, en el C{//{gzb Hispanoamericano es una tradicion fmm‘férmadom de 70 arios que ba evolu-
cionado desde ejercicios estructurados en el aula hacia una celebracion inmersiva centrada en el estudiante.
Esta iniciativa Zﬂl‘é’gﬂl el ﬂprfzzdizq/'e comunicativo con el desarrollo z'mcgm/, f(}mmmﬂdo el pmmmz'fm‘o
critico, la creatividad 'y la conciencia g/ohz[ Liderado por docentes que actiian como arquitectos de la trans-
férmﬂcz’dﬂ, el evento se mantiene como un /cgﬂdo dindmico que convierte el idioma en una realidad vivida 'y
prepara a los estudiantes paraun mundo interconectado.

Palabras Clave: [mmfoﬁmddﬂ peﬂ/ﬂgogim, ﬂ/)Vﬁfl/l’iZﬂ/f comunicativo, desarrollo inlegm/, experiencia
inmersiva, cindadania g/ohz/, innovacion educativa, Jj)dlmg bee
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ENGLISH DAY AT COLEGIO HISPANOAMERICANO:
A LIVING LEGACY OF LANGUAGE, CULTURE, AND
EDUCATIONAL TRANSFORMATION

As Coiegio Hispanoamericano proudly commemorates its 70th anniversary, this milestone
represents far more than the passage of time; it stands as a testament to decades of educational
excellence, institutional growth, and the continuous pursuit of mcaningful learning expericnces.
Within this rich history, certain traditions have not only endured but have also evolved into
dcﬁning elements of the schools idcntity. Among these, Enghsh Day emerges as one of the most
signiﬁcant and transformative initiatives of the English Dcpartment an event that cncapsuiatcs
the essence of communicative learning, creativity, and cultural engagement.

From its modest beginnings to its current status as a cornerstone of institutional life, English Day
reflects a pcdagogical journcy shapcd by innovation, dedication, and a dccp undcrstanding of
languag@ as a tool for connection. Its evolution mirrors broader changes in educational philosophy,
particularly the shift from traditional, teacher-centered instruction toward more dynamic, student-
centered approachcs that prioritize mcaningful communication and authentic use of languagc.

This milestone stands not only as a testament to decades of educational excellence but also as
a living lcgacy where every spokcn word contributes to a story of continuous growth. English
Day cncapsulatcs this journcy, turning languagc icarning into a lived rcality that defines the
school’s idcntity.

ENGLISH DAY: A TRANSFORMATIVE JOURNEY OF
LANGUAGE AND IDENTITY

As the Colcgio Hispanoamc:ricano celebrates its 70th anniversary, English Day stands as a
cornerstone of its institutional identity, representing a profound evolution in how language is
taught and expericnccd. Far from bcing astatic event, itisa living legacy that mirrors the school’s
shift from traditional instruction to a dynamic, student-centered pcdagogical model.

THE ORIGINS: FROM STRUCTURE TO EXPRESSION

In its carliest stages, Engiish Day was a rclativcly simplc initiative rooted in the traditional
incthodoiogif:s that characterized languagc tcaching at the time. Activities were primarily
classroom-based and focused on controlled practice. Students memorized dialogucs, recited
short specches. and pcrformed structured exercises dcsigncd to reinforce grammatical accuracy
and Vocabulary acquisition.

While these practices may appear limited by today’s standards, thcy playccl a crucial role in
establishing the foundation upon which future developments would be buile. Even then, there
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Was an emerging awareness among educators that languagc lcarning needed to extend bcyond
textbooks. The seeds of transformation were alrcady present:a desire to make English more than
an academic subjcct to turn it into a lived and cxpcricnccd rcality.

These Carly efforts demonstrated an essential pedagogical insight: that students learn more
Cﬁcctively when they are given opportunitics to use language in mcaningﬁil contexts. Alrhough
the scope of English Day was initially modest, its undcrlying philosopliy poinrcd toward a more
expansive vision of education. While these Carly practices focused on controlled exercises and
grammatical accuracy, tliey were the seeds of transformation. Thcy established a vital pedagogical
insiglit: languagc lcarning must extend bcyond textbooks to become an authentic tool for
connection in a students daily life.

TRANSFORMATION THROUGH PEDAGOGICAL INNOVATION

As educational paradigms bcg:m to shift globally, so too did the approach to Englisli Day at
Colcgio Hispanoamcricano. Influenced by communicative languagc tcacliing, task-based
lcarning, and constructivist theories, the event gradually cxpandcd in both scale and purpose.

English Day evolved from a classroom activity into a full-scale institutional celebration. Physical
spaces within the school were reimagined classrooms became theatrical stages, liallways transformed
into cultural exhibits, and common areas turned into interactive lcaming environments. 1his
spatial transformation symbolizcd a deepcr pedagogical changc: lcarning was no longer confined
to traditional boundaries but became an immersive, school-wide Cxperience. As classrooms
became theatrical stages and hallways turned into cultural exhibits, the school was reimagined asan
immersive lcarning environment. Studencs shifted from passive recipicnts to active creators, using
theatrical productions and debates to prioritize meaning and intention over mechanical repetition

Students assumed a more active role in the process. Ratcher than simply reproducing memorized
content, they began to create, interpret, and perform. Activities such as theatrical productions,
musical performances, storytelling sessions, debates, and interactive games became central
components of the celebration. These experiences allowed learners to engage with the language
inauthentic and meaningful ways, fostering both linguistic competence and personal expression.

This transformation reflects a fundamental principle of modern languagc education: that
communication is not mcrcly about accuracy, but abourt mcaning, intention, and interaction.
English Day became a space where students could experiment with languagc, take risks, and
dcvelop confidence in their ability to communicate.

THE ROLE OF TEACHERS: ARCHITECTS OF TRANSFORMATION

At the heart of English Days evolution lies the unwavering commitment of the teaching staff.
Generations of educators have contributed to its growth, cach bringing unique perspectives,
innovative methodologices, and a shared passion for teaching,
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Theirwork excends far bcyond the classroom. Planning English Day rcquircs extensive prcparation,
crcativity, and collaboration. Teachers dedicate countless hours to dcsigning activities, guiding
rehearsals, supporting students, and ensuring that each event is both cducationa“y mc:aningful
and engaging, This level of dedication reflects a profound undcrstanding of the teacher’s role not
mcrciy as an instructor, but as a facilicator, mentor, and inspircr.

Moreover, teachers have consistently embraced change. As new technologics, mcthodologies,
and educational challcngcs have cmerged, thcy have adaptcd their practices to ensure that English
Day remains relevant and impactful, Their ability to innovate while maintaining the core values of
the institution has been instrumental in sustaining this tradition over time.

Through their effores, English Day has become a powerful example of what education
can achieve when driven by passion, collaboration, and a clear pedagogical vision. The
unwavering commitment of the staff reflects their role as facilitators, mentors, and
inspirers. By constantly adapting to new technologics and educational challenges, these
cducators ensure that English Day remains a dynamic and impactful tradition for every
new generation.

A SPACE FOR HOLISTIC DEVELOPMENT

One of the most remarkable aspects of English Day is its contribution to students holistic
developmcnt. Beyond linguistic skills, the event fosters a wide range of competencics that are
essential for success in the modern world. chond linguistic skills, students cultivace self-esceem,
teamwork, and critical thinking. By cngaging with themes like environmental sustainability and
global citizcnship, thcy realize that English isa powerful means of Cngaging with the world and
actingas i‘csponsiblc participants ina global society.

Students develop confidence as they performin front of audiences, overcoming fear and building
sclf-estceem. They enhance their creativity by designing presentations, scripts, and performances.
Collaboration becomes a key element, as many activities require teamwork, negotiation, and
shared responsibiliy.

Furcthermore, English Day encourages critical thinking. Through debates, themartic
prcscntations, and problem—solving activities, students engage with complex ideas
and learn to articulate their perspectives cffectivcly. This aligns with the broader goal
of education: to prepare individuals not only to acquire knowledgc but to apply it

tl’lOUghtﬁlHy and responsibly.

In this sense, English Day transcends its role as a language event. It becomes a platform for
personal growth, where students discover their abilities, develop new skills, and gain a deeper
understanding of themsclves and the world around them.
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CULTURAL AWARENESS AND GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE

As the world has become incrcasingly interconnected, the importancc of cultural awareness in
languagc education has grown signiﬁcantly. Englisb Day has consistcntly reflected chis global
dimension by incorporating themes that resonate with contemporary realities.

Topics suchasenvironmental sustainability, cultural divcrsity, global citizcnsbip, and tccbnological
innovation have been intcgratcd into the event, allowing students to cxplorc relevantissues while
practicing the language. This approach reinforces the idea that learning English is not an end in
itself, bur a means of engaging with the world.

By connecting languagc lcarning with real world contexts, English Day bclps students dcvclop
o g e

a sense of rcsponsibility and awareness. Thcy learn to apprcciatc different cultures, understand

global cballcngcs, and rccognizc their role as active participants ina global socicty.

THE SPELLING BEE: PRECISION, DISCIPLINE,
AND EXCELLENCE

Within the diverse range of activities that characterize Englisb Day, the Spclling Bee Contest
holds a distinctive placc‘ I8 represents a different dimension of language lcarning one that
cmpbasizcs precision, attention to detail, and perseverance.

Participatingin a Spclling Bee rcquircs more than memorization; itdemandsa dccp undcrstanding
oflanguagc structure, patterns, and rules. Students must demonstrate concentration, resilience,
and the ability to pcrform under pressure. Each word spcllcd corrcctly is the result of dedication,
practicc, and determination.

chond its competitive aspect, the Spclling Bee symbolizes the pursuit of excellence. It higbliglits the
importance of effort and disciplinc, rcminding students that mastery is achieved tlirougb consistent
practice. At the same time, it fosters a sense of achievement and pridc, as participants contribute to a
tradition thathasbeen builc over gcncrations, The Spclling Bee representsa dimension oﬂanguagc lcarning
that demands discipline and resilience. Iereminds students that mastery is a result of consistent practice and
perseverance, fostering asense of pride as they contribute to a tradition built over seventy years.

A LIVING TRADITION: CONTINUITY AND EVOLUTION

English Day stands as a living tradition one that honors the past while cmbracing the future. Ies
continuity over 70 years is a reflection of ics relevance and impact. Yet, its strcngtb lies not only in
its bistory, butinits capacity to evolve.

Each new generation of students and teachers brings fresh ideas, perspectives, and energy to the
event. This constant renewal ensures that Englisb Day remains dynamic and mcaningful, le adapts

176 ano 30 num. 32



COLEGIO HISPANOAMERICANO

to changing educational needs, incorporatcs new tcchnologics, and rcsponds to the interests and
realities of contemporary learners.

At the same time, it remains rooted in the core values that have defined Colegio
Hispanoamericano: excellence, commitment, crcativity, and a passion for learning. These values
providc a stable foundation upon which innovation can flourish.

CONCLUSION: A CELEBRATION OF LEARNING
AND COMMUNITY

As Colcgio Hispanoamcricano celebratesits 70ch anniversary, English Day emergesasa powcrful
symbol of what educartion can achieve when guidcd by vision, dedication, and a commitment to
excellence. It is more than an event; it is a reflection of the institution’s idcntity and a testament to
the transformative power of education.

Through English Day, students discover their voices, teachers reafirm their vocation, and the
entire community comes togethcr to celebrate lcaming. tisa space where languagc becomes
alive, where creativity finds Cxpression, and where education transcends traditional boundaries.

Looking toward the future, English Day will undoubtedly continue to evolve, embracing new
challenges and opportunities. Yet, its essence will remain unchanged: a celebration of language,
culture, and the human capacity to connectand communicate.

And as each student steps forward whether on stage, in a classroom, or in a Spclling Bee thcy
become part ofa story that has been unfolding for70 years. A story written not only inwords, but
in cxpcricnccs, efforts, and dreams.

Because in the end, every word spoken, every idea shared, and every performance presented is a
testament to a journcy that continues one gcncration atatime.
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